This Week

SUNDAY 5th July
9am, 11am, 6pm Mass
Baptism at 12.30pm

MONDAY 6th July
8.30am Rosary
9.00am Communion Serv

TUESDAY 7th July
8.30am Rosary
9.00am Communion Serv

WEDNESDAY 8th July
6.30pm Rosary
7pm Communion Serv
7.30pm Meditation

THURSDAY 9th July
No Mass

FRIDAY 10th July
8.30am Rosary
9.00am Communion Serv
9.30am Divine Mercy

SATURDAY 11th July
10.30am Reconciliation
6.00pm Mass

SUNDAY 12th July
9am, 11am, 6pm Mass
Baptism at 12.30pm

St Paul Apostle Catholic

One Family

5 William Hovell Drive, Endeavour Hills, Vic 3802
T. 9700 3781 / F. 9700 6228
office@stpaulapostlie.com.au
www.stpaulapostie.com.au

Community

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B, Jul 4th-5th, 2015

Those that speak for God

When people from ordinary backgrounds become
celebrities, e.g. Ricky Ponting, the former Austral-
ian Cricket Captain, and the pop idols Guy Sebas-
tian and Missy Higgins, journalists and television
crews often seek out the family and neighbours of
the new star to find out what they think of their
local boy or girl made good. Mixed impressions
and reactions are given. Some show their surprise,
some their shock, some their delight, some their
pride. But others show their disbelief or jealousy.
While some locals claim they saw it all coming,
others refuse to admit that anything out of the ordi-
nary has happened. They urge caution, and claim
that all the hype and hoopla will

only despised in his
rel ati ons an d Markhaslkolid gs
already that even relatives of Jesus were convinced
he was out of his mind (3:21). Now their rejection
seems complete.

Jesus’ experience of rejection in Nazareth makes
him powerless to work any miracle among his own
people. The negative way they react to him and
their lack of trust actually limits his ability. So
aftercuring‘a f ew s i e hkovepdse p |
where, and it seems, sad to say, that he never sets
foot in Nazareth again.

In the 1960s there was a popular song called ‘T h ¢

Sounds 0 OneSnalkablaliessays: ‘T h
words of the prophets
wall s and f EBieinges

soon fizzle out. It’s just too true:
‘Familiarity ’bre

In our Gospel today Jesus comes
back to his home town of Nazareth.
This is not a social visit. Like the
other towns in Galilee, Nazareth has
to hear the Good News that with
Jesus God has stepped into this
world and begun to rule over every-
thing and everyone as their King.
When Jesus highlights this in the local synagogue,
his listeners are amazed. They wonder about the
wise things he has said, about where he got his
ideas, and about how on earth he has been curing
so many sick and handicapped persons. But de-
spite their favourable impressions of him at first,
they let their prejudices, their pre-judgments, take
over. They decide that all along Jesus has been
fooling them into thinking he’s someone special.
‘Justwho does
boy made gdod? No
They try to cut him down to size, their own size.
They sniff: ‘Once a carpenter

Don’'t we al l know hi s
brothers? There’'s not
He' s just got !"tMarksurbnia-g

rises their negative reactions in six words: ‘A n d
they woul d . rForthemaissheerp t
ordinariness as their local tradesman cancels out
their first impressions of his new and special wis-
dom and of the reports reaching them of his ex-
traordinary deeds.

How does Jesus react to these locals and their prej-
udices against him? In the words of the story-
teller,heis‘amazed at t H.éétells
them: ‘A p r qip. bne who speaks for God] i

h é they dneerflko chge
wayl

sages of prophets are two-way com-
munication. They state what God
wants to tell people for their good.
But rejection or resistance to the
message tells God what the people
think of both the message and the
messenger.

I think you will probably agree that
it’s an extremely painful thing to try
to tell someone what they need to hear for their
own good onlytobe told: ‘Ba ¢ k o f f Rar-
ents know that pain, when their children tell them
‘What would you know?
dat e ,-bae rm,a sarsdmetlsing ¢lsé just
as rude and insulting. Teachers know the pain of it
when their pupils just scoff or giggle at the lesson
they’ve so carefully prepared and presented. Police
know the pain of resistance and opposition when
tiley tr]g tg restore order in the midst of mob mad-
ness ot violence, and for their trouble are spat at
‘and called ‘p i *@rsworse by drunken revellers.

%y a%r %ou and I face situations in which God

0 stopal lgagd hsrl,)el? iy $rcf%r ta

in.an & me m 2 for odd
Qa eq)eq(r:lgp 11%&32& 1%&1 Zné)t‘il?eiépgrs%n in 01“‘
11 es? sbmeohd who is 019 our su?e someone who is

also a rr%al prophet, a spokesperson for God, a god-
send.

So in our prayer together today let us ask God both
for ourselves and one another that we might al-
ways be open to hearing and heeding the Word of
God, in whatever way God speaks to us, and
through whatever person or persons God sends us
Iasahi(s: rﬂesse(r)lgrers, l?is él%entts,hhis angels.
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http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/SCHOOLAGEDCAREASSISTANTS.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/SCHOOLAGEDCAREASSISTANTS.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/CoordinatorCatholicChaplaincyMMCClayton.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/CoordinatorCatholicChaplaincyMMCClayton.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/StPetersOSHCPositionDescriptionHoppers%20Crossing.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/StPetersOSHCPositionDescriptionHoppers%20Crossing.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/RegistrarCTC%20June2015AD.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/RegistrarCTC%20June2015AD.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Jobs.aspx

St Paul Apostle
Catholic Community

Priests:
Fr Tim O’Toole CP (PP)
Fr Tony Egar CP

Pastoral Associates:
Sr Joan Smith CP
Sr Brigid Murphy CP

Parish Staff:
Bursar: Gillian Velupillay
Secretary: Didi Karkas

Passionist Community
Fr Brian Gleeson CP

Fr Chris Mithen CP

Fr Tony Egar CP

Fr Tim O’Toole CP

Fr Brendan Connell CP

Sisters of Cross and
Passion

Sr Anne Cunningham CP
Sr Brigid Murphy CP

Sr Joan Smith CP

St Paul Apostle
North Primary
School - 9700 6068
Principal

Mrs Christine White

St Paul Apostle
South Primary
School - 9700 3663
Principal

Mrs Helen Greenhill

St John’s Regional
College - 9791 3366
Principal

Mr Andrew Walsh
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Sacraments:
Baptisms are held on the 1st & 2nd Sundays of the month.
Preparation is on the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Marriages require 6 mo n t hts onerofitte priests,
participation in a FOCCUS marriage preparation program, or
a CatholicCARE Course.
Anointing of the Sick is held during Mass on the 1st Friday
of the Month at 9am. Before going to hospital for major sur-
gery, why not ask one of the priests to pray with you and
anoint you.
Children’s Sacraments require full participation in the prepa-
ration phase.




