This Week

SUNDAY 17th July
9am, 11am,
Baptism Prep 3.45pm

MONDAY 18th July
9.00am Mass

TUESDAY 19th July
8.30am Rosary
9.00am Mass

WEDNESDAY 20th July
6.30pm Rosary
7pm Mass
7.30pm Meditation

THURSDAY 21st July
9.15am Mass
(North School)

FRIDAY 22nd July
8.30am Rosary
9am Mass
9.30am Divine Mercy

SATURDAY 23rd July
10.30am Reconciliation
6pm Mass

SUNDAY 24th July
9am, 11am, 6pm Mass
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Year of Mercy

St Paul Apostle Catholic Community

One Famaly

5 William Hovell Drive, Endeavour Hills, Vic 3802

T. 9700 3781 / F. 9700 6228

office@stpaulapostie.com.au
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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year-C/tH 6thy, 2016

Refl ecti on

A Queensland grazier, a Sydney stockbroker, and a
woman barrister from Melbourne died and were
standing in line, waiting for their chance at the en-
trance to Heaven.

St Peter called the grazier first. “We have only one
simple requirement for entrance here,” St Peter said,
“You must spell “God”.” ‘Easy enough,’ said the
bloke from Queensland, ‘G-O-D.” And he entered
Heaven.

Next, St Peter called the man from Sydney. ‘We
have only one simple requirement
for entrance here,” he said. ‘You
must spell “God”.” ‘No problem,’
said the stockbroker, ‘G-O-D.” And
he went in.

Finally, the woman barrister ap-
proached St Peter. ‘Good riddance
to the world,” she said. ‘My whole
life, I've tried to excel in a male-
dominated society, only to continu-
ously bump into the proverbial
“glass ceilings” at every point. I
can't tell you, St Peter, how glad I
am finally to be rid of male chauvin-
ism.’

‘Well, you'll certainly find none of
that here,” said St Peter. ‘I'm sure
you'll enjoy heaven, if you can meet
this one simple requirement for en-
trance. You must spell
“Czechoslovakia”.’

One of the things I find reassuring
about today's Gospel is that the
Church seems to have been wrestling with women's
leadership since the very beginning. It's the issue
that will not go away.

When it comes to interpreting scripture, [ am al-
ways pleased that I'm a Catholic. We're not funda-
mentalists or literalists. We believe that the truth of
the scripture lies not just in the words themselves,
but also in the careful interpretation of the text in
history. The story of Martha and Mary is a complex
narrative. It can be read on at least two levels.

The first level is extraordinary enough: it focuses
on Mary who assumes the position of the Rabbi's
student and is defended against any attack on her
right to be there. In first century Palestine, Jewish
women were ‘not permitted to be taught the Torah,
but only instructed about how they should live their
lives in obedience to its demands. They were not
permitted to touch the scriptures nor to take part in
public debate or official liturgical ritual.” (Fitzmyer,

Luke p.892) From this context we can see the sort
of freedom Jesus envisaged for women, against the
practice of his own day.

On another level, however, this story focuses on
Martha. The writer of Luke's Gospel tells us that we
are in Martha's home and, that with Jesus as special
guest at table, she is serving the members of her
household with care and devotion. Martha comes
across as strong and outspoken. Mary, meanwhile,
is passive and silent. It is likely this story is criticis-
ing a call in Luke's community for women to move
away from the leadership Jesus gave them and to
adopt again the traditional roles to which the Jew-
ish/Christians were more familiar.
At the Vatican on 21 May 2000 the
Pope told a group of Bishops from
the USA: ‘The genius of women
must be ever more a vital strength of
the Church of the next millennium,
just as it was in the first communities
of Christ's disciples.’

To that end today's story from such a
community holds a key to our own
dilemma. Just as Jesus broke through
the gender boundaries of his own
day, so too must we. We must renew
our commitment to ending anything
that degrades, exploits or dehuman-
ises women throughout the world.
But more, it's time for the Church to
take some strong symbolic and prac-
tical steps to defend the leadership of
women within our own Catholic
community. For example, Church
teaching does not stand in the way of
re-admitting lay people, and this
time lay women, into the College of Cardinals;
women could continue to assume high profile posi-
tions in each Diocese and also leaderships roles
within the Roman Curia, starting with those depart-
ments that deal with instructions and decisions that
directly affect them; and the Church could welcome
the ordination of women as Deacons.

These avenues would enable women to have even
more options for them to demonstrate and realise
the full extent of their genius, as the Pope puts it.
At this Eucharist, then, let us recommit ourselves to
using, in the best possible way for the mission of
the Church, the gifts, talents and strengths of over
half our community. May we learn from the earliest
Church, described in today's Gospel, ‘that which is
the better part” and never ‘take it away from her.’

by Richard
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http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/Documents/HR%20Officer.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/Documents/HR%20Officer.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/Documents/HR%20assistant.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/Documents/HR%20assistant.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/Documents/Facility%20Manager%20ad.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/Documents/Facility%20Manager%20ad.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/Documents/PD%20-%20DIGITAL%20CONTENT%20PRODUCER.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/Documents/PD%20-%20DIGITAL%20CONTENT%20PRODUCER.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Portals/0/BookkeeperReservoir2.pdf
http://www.cam.org.au/Jobs.aspx

St Paul Apostle
Catholic Community

Priests:
Fr Xavier USA CP (PP)

Pastoral Associates:
Sr Joan Smith CP
Sr Brigid Murphy CP

Parish Staff:
Bursar: Gillian Velupillay
Secretary: Didi Karkas

Passionist Community

Fr Brian Gleeson CP
(Lea

Fr Chris Mithen CP

Fr Jose Mathew CP

Fr Xavier USA CP

Sisters of Cross and
Passion

Sr Anne Cunningham CP
Sr Brigid Murphy CP

Sr Joan Smith CP

Karen Englebretsen

St Paul Apostle
North Primary
School - 9700 6068
Principal

Mrs Christine White

St Paul Apostle
South Primary
School - 9700 3663
Principal

Mr. Paul Gleeson

St John’s Regional
College - 9791 3366
Principal

Mr Andrew Walsh
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Sacraments:

Baptism are held on the 1st & 2nd Sundays of the month.
Preparation is on the 3rd Sunday of the month.

Marriages require 6 months notice to one of the priests, partici-
pation in a FOCCUS marriage preparation program, or a
CatholicCARE Course.

Anointing of the Sick is held during Mass on the 1st Friday of
the Month at 9am. Before going to hospital for major surgery,
why not ask one of the priests to pray with you and anoint you.

Children’s Sacraments require full participation in the prepara-
tion phase.

Registration forms in the Parish Centre
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