
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 29th-30th July, 2017 

 

This Week 
 

SUNDAY 30th July 

9am, 11am, 6pm Mass 

Baptism Welcome 

 

 

MONDAY 31st July 
8.30am Rosary 

9.00am Mass 

 

 

TUESDAY 1st August 

8.30am Rosary 

9.00am Mass 

 

WEDNESDAY 2nd August 

6.30pm Rosary 

7.00pm Mass 

 

THURSDAY 3rd August 

8.30am Rosary 

9.00am Mass 

 

FRIDAY 4th August 
8.30am Rosary 

9am Mass 

9.30am Divine Mercy 

 

 

SATURDAY 5th August 
10.30am Reconciliation 

6pm Mass 

 

 

SUNDAY 6th August 

9am, 11am, 6pm Mass 

Baptism at 12.30pm 

 

 

What Matters Most………... 
 

An elderly lady in Scotland was so poor her that her 

neighbours had to support her. They were happy to 

do this. But what bothered some of them was that 

her son had gone to America, and had become rich. 

The mother defended her son, saying: ‘He writes to 

me every week and always sends me a little picture.’ 

‘See,’ she said, ‘I always keep them in my Bible.’ 

Between the pages of her Bible were hundreds of 

U.S.A. bank notes, cash galore. The woman had a 

money treasure in her Bible, but didn’t realise it.  

 

That story, and the stories Jesus told to make his 

point about belonging to the kingdom of God and 

doing what God wants, offer us a challenge that we 

need to take seriously. Let me tell you of one group 

of people who have responded to that challenge.  

Over the entrance to a Catholic School in Fiji, there 

is a large sign which reads: 'Enter to learn. Leave to 

serve.' That sign proclaims loudly and clearly the 

values of that school and how it understands its role. 

That sign is in harmony with the teaching of Jesus 

today about what matters most. In his message to us 

Jesus uses a new set of images and comparisons to 

highlight the things what matter most of all.  

 

Jesus teaches us that the most important and the 

most urgent thing in life is to find out just what God 

wants of us, and to do it. This is what he means 

when he urges us to be as single-minded, as fo-

cussed, and as dedicated, as someone who digs up a 

treasure in a field, re-buries it, and hurries off to buy 

that field, so that he can have that treasure all to 

himself. Jesus makes the same point about priorities 

when he urges us to be as single-minded, as fo-

cussed, and as dedicated, as a collector of jewellery, 

who comes across the finest pearl in the world, and 

sells all personal possessions in order to acquire it.  

 

King Solomon was one of the most successful kings 

in Jewish history. He became famous as both a bril-

liant builder and a wise ruler. Like Jesus, he also 

strove to know and to do God's will. Unlike Jesus, 

however, his life-style was not completely faithful to 

God. It was not totally consistent with his ideals. All 

2 too often, like too many other human beings, he 

gave in to lust and was unfaithful in marriage, and 

that more than once.  

 

Yet he got the theory right as we learn from the 

prayer he prays in our First Reading today. He re-

minds God that he is a young man, unskilled in lead-

ership. So, he prays: 'Give your servant a heart to 

understand how to discern between good and evil, 

for who could govern this people of yours that is so 

great?' God heard his prayer by giving him greater 

wisdom than any ruler before or since. God heard 

his prayer precisely because the king did not ask for 

personal gain in any form. He did not, e.g., ask for 

long life, money, riches, power, or victory over ene-

mies. In asking for wisdom only, it was for the ser-

vice of others that Solomon prayed, and this unself-

ish prayer pleased the Lord immensely.  

 

Against this background of the Word of God today, 

let's return to the aptness of that sign at the entrance 

to that Catholic school in Fiji: 'Enter to Learn. Leave 

to Serve'. There's no mention there to the graduating 

students of leaving to get the job that will get them 

the most money to spend on themselves. There's no 

mention there of leaving to join the ever-bigger 

numbers of human beings, for whom a career path is 

not about loving and serving others, but about finan-

cial rewards, personal satisfaction, comfort and 

pleasure.  

The message of that school motto, on the contrary, is 

to go out from school to make a difference, to serve 

the well-being of others, to make the world a better 

place to live in. In other words, to go out and work 

with God for the coming of God’s kingdom on earth 

- a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of goodness 

and love, a kingdom of justice and love, joy and 

peace. That’s exactly what God wants. That school’s 

motto, 'Enter to Learn. Leave to Serve' is an invita-

tion from Jesus Christ not only to those students in 

Fiji but to you and me as well. How will we hear it? 

How will we heed it? Will our corner of the world 

be any better for our being here? Will we make a 

difference by the quality and the quantity of our 

unselfishness, our generosity, our loving, our caring, 

our helping, and our serving? Will we, in fact, want 

to live with the same sense of purpose as that ex-

pressed many years ago by a young man called Ste-

phen Gallet. These are his inspirational words: 'I 

shall pass through this world but once. Any good 

therefore that I can do or any kindness that I can 

show to any human being, let me do it now. Let me 

not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way 

again.'  

 

In response to the message to us from Jesus our 

Teacher in our Readings today, will we, in fact, be 

more determined than ever, to live as true images, 

true mirrors, true reflections of Jesus Christ to oth-

ers? Will we, as two of 3 today's colloquial sayings 

express it, 'just go for it' and 'just do it'? Will we?  

 

   by Fr Brian Gleeson cp 



Parish Calendar, News & Events 

DIARY 

21-27th Aug Migrant & Refugee Week 

22nd Aug: ASRE resume at 4pm 

27-28th Aug Eggs for the Foodbank Collection 

29th Aug: First Family night for CONFIRMATION 

3rd Sep: Father’s Day 

3rd-9th Sep Child Protection Week 

9th Sep: Shopping Tour 

26th Sep: Talk on Trafficking 7.30pm 

 

 

THANK YOU: 

Ruth Pinto, who has faithfully led the 

music at 9am Mass on Sundays for 

many-many years has decided to step 

down due to more family 

commitments. We have been very 

lucky to have her for so long as she 

has been kindly given her time to help us with sharing her 

love of  music in the midst of her very busy schedule. 

We thank Ruth for her commitment  and generosity 

during those years and we wish her all the very best for 

her new exciting role in the family and in the community.  

 

SISTERS OF THE CROSS AND PASSION:  The 

Sisters  have a Congregation meeting in 

their Retreat House in Ireland in August. 

This means that for the first time since 

they have been part of this Community 

they are all absent together. Joan and 

Brigid will be back before the end of 

August. Karen will be staying in England 

and Ireland for a couple of weeks longer 

so that she will have an opportunity to 

meet more of the Sisters engaged in 

ministry in Ireland and England. She will also have the 

opportunity, for the first time, to visit the shrine of the 

foundress Elizabeth Prout in St Helens  and discover first 

hand some of the places where Sisters lived and worked in 

the early years of the Congregation in Manchester and 

surrounds. We ask you to pray for them that they will 

continue to be guided by the Holy Spirit and have a 

fruitful meeting-the fruits of which will surely be shared 

when they return to the Parish. We wish them a safe 

journey and look forward to welcoming them back.  

 

Baptism Welcome.  

This weekend we welcome Brandon Shaun Kovacich, 

Brooklyn Noah Latour, Connor William Tinney, Finn 

Malcolm Ashby, Spencer Lay and Elijah Lay who are 

being presented for Baptism next month 

 

PARISH SOUP VAN KITCHEN SUPERVISOR 
Our Soup Van Kitchen is looking for a volunteer to 

organise the kitchen on Mondays, TWICE a month, from 

3.30pm to 5.30pm. It involves defrosting and heating the 

soup, heating hot dogs and organising a few items for the 

soup van on that day. No experience necessary and 

training provided. Please ring Paul Negri on 0438 584 206 

 

SPA SHOPPING TOUR this year 

will be on SATURDAY 9th 

September. Leaves church’s car 

park at 7am and returned at same 

place around 6pm. Cost is $55pp 

(Incl. 2 course lunch at Il 

Gambero) deposit of $20pp is 

required upon booking (non refundable) Contact: 

Margaret on 0455059050 or Angela 0400574198. 

Outlets are including: Sirrico, Breville, Auroma shop, 

Linen, Bambis, Converse, Diana Ferrari, Raglan, Candy 

stripes, Christmas Elves, Natio, Social Club books and 

maybe more. 

 

Youth in Ministry within our Community: There are a 

few ways that young people can become involved in 

ministry within our community. We invite our young 

people to consider becoming involved in any of the 

following ways. 

Parents you may need to give gentle encouragement to 

your children/teens to become involved. 

 

MINISTRIES IN OUR PARISH 
If you wish to take part in our parish’s ministries, please 

contact us as we have many different areas which need 

extra volunteers at the moment. Almost all of them only 

requires around 1 hour each month of your time. Some 

will be in a team and some others can be done 

independently. Below are some ideas on what you can 

help in: 

 

Gardening—needs around 1 hr a fortnight at your 

most convenient time, even though you will be 

working in a team. 

 

Church Preparation (setting up chairs in the church) - 

requires around 1 hr per 6 weeks. Will be working as a 

team and usually happens on Saturday morning around 

10am-10.30am. 

 

Church Flower arrangements— takes around 1 to 2 

hrs. each 6 weeks. You can work either in a team of 2 

people or work independently (please inform us your 

preference). You can do this either Friday afternoon or 

Saturday morning.  

If you interested in any of the above or any other 

ministries, please contact the Parish Office and speak 

to Didi, we will be able to give you more details. 

 

JOYCE REBEIRO MEMORIAL LECTURE  

The Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation Group invite 

you to attend a talk in memory in memory of Joyce on 



   This weekend we pray for: 
 
    Those who are sick 
 
Raymond Janiw, Kim Lay, Lilian Joyce, Rodolfo Arancio, Roselyne Benoit, Beryl 
Ratnayake, Dina Nagliati, Yap Djiang, Marie Martin, Emily Martin, Pat Garard, 
Muliaga Vaifale, Nicholas Lee, Joanne Withers, Raquel E. Guinto, Anne Silva, Gihan 
Tillekeratne, Shenelle Fernando, Crescenciana Tuazon, Lesley Nadarajah, Edna Fonseca, Joachim 
Fernandes, Giorgia Vella, Frederick Quinless 
 
 
 
    For those who have died 
 
Alizia Manzanilla, Hedwig D’souza, Percy Mcloud, Cynthia McLoud, Marilyn Hedrich, Mignonette 
Jones, John Clemen, Jose Finette, Girolamo Muratore, Annabel Brennan, Angolina Cardona, Mary 
Jones, Martin De Keyzer, Ignazio Stravato, Mario Salinas Herdandez, Erminio Nesich, Barbara Ev-
ans, Nora Eileen Augustus, Francesca Tedesco, Marie Josephine Lewis, Freda Seager, John Paul, 
Nancy Lespior, Maria G Deliva, Antonio Santucci, Bohdan Sarachman, Kylie Blackwood, Francisco 
Bermudez, Joseph Thomas Gibbs, Mico Telejega, Eithne Thomasz, Noel Bungaroo, Benoy Perumal, 
Daya Tillerkeratne, Carlos Afonso Henriques, Barny Don Paul, Andre Joly 
 
   May they rest in peace 

 
Sunday Readings 

 

 

THIS WEEK: 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Kg 3: 5, 7-12; 

Rom 8: 28-30; 

Mt 13: 44-52 

 

NEXT WEEK: 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dan 7: 9-10, 13-14; 

2 Pet 1: 16-19; 

Mt 17: 1-9 

 

www.universalis.com 

TUESDAY, September 26th at 7.30pm. Sr Claire 

Griffin will be speaking on the subject of Trafficking, a 

subject which was very close to Joyce’s heart and an issue 

of great concern in our part of the world. To book use 

Eventbrite: 

http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/joyce-rebeiro-memorial-

lecture-human-trafficking-tickets-349485139 

 

CHILD SAFETY 

The Diocese has organized a number of opportunities for 

Parishioners whose volunteering brings them into contact 

with children.  We have a number of Parishioners 

attending training in Keysborough on August 26th and 

again on September 9th.  

 

Vocation Awareness:  July 30-Aug 6th This week is set 

aside by the Diocese as  week of prayer for Vocations. 

We are all called by our Baptism and there are many ways 

in which we respond to that call which is a call to service 

and witness.  This week we are invited to be more aware 

of how God is inviting us to serve the Kingdom in sharing 

the liberating news that Jesus shared, the Good news of 

God’s love.  The fundamental call  or vocation of every 

human being is to love. We have been created out of love 

and God who is love has made us to know his love, to 

share that love with others and to delight in that love in 

eternal life.  Each one of us is called to be holy and we 

live out that call in different states of life, married, single, 

or as a priest or religious. Each vocation is a commitment 

to love. It is love that prompts people to marry and create 

a family. It is love that prompts others to embrace 

consecrated life or priesthood. Each vocation needs the 

other . We hear the voice of God through prayer in silence 

and so we pray for one another that we may come to 

know Jesus, the Good Shepherd so well that when he 

whispers to us in silence we will hear his voice and follow 

his call.  

THE CYRENE CENTRE—STRENGTHENING 

FAMILIES 
The Cyrene Centre provides quality family drug and 

alcohol counseling for families suffering as a result of 

substance abuse happening in their family. 

The service is an initiative of the Dandenong Deanery and 

is free of charge. If you know somebody who is in need of 

this service ask them to call     0401 278 669  

Donations over $2 are tax deductible 

VISION STATEMENT 

 
‘With the grace of the Holy Spirit,  

we the community of St Paul Apostle Parish,  
strive to live as ‘One Family’. 

 

Inspired by the Good News of Jesus 
we aim to be a welcoming community. 

 

Filled with joy and faith, 
we are open to the challenges of our times 

and especially to seeing Christ in the people 
and communities whom we serve.’ 

 

Parish Prayer 

 

God, Creator and Life-giver we thank you for the gift  

of one another in our Parish of St Paul Apostle.  

Bless us and our families with the power of your Spirit. 

 

Inspired and motivated by St Paul’s courage and commit-

ment to the person of Christ, may we continue to be open  

to change and challenge!  

 

Make us passionate and courageous in our mission  

of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. 



St Paul Apostle  

Catholic Community 
 

Priests:  

Fr Brian Gleeson CP  

          (Adm)  

 

Pastoral Associates: 

Sr Joan Smith CP 

Sr Brigid Murphy CP 

 

Parish Staff: 

Bursar: Gillian Velupillay 

Secretary: Didi Karkas 

 

 

Passionist Community  

Fr Brian Gleeson CP 

Fr Chris Mithen CP 

Fr Jose Mathew CP 

 

Sisters of Cross and  

Passion 

Sr Brigid Murphy CP 

Sr Joan Smith CP 

Karen Englebretsen 

 

 

St Paul Apostle  

North Primary  

School - 9700 6068 

Mrs Mary Lucas 

 

St Paul Apostle  

South Primary  

School - 9700 3663 

Principal 

Mr. Paul Gleeson 

 

St John’s Regional  

College - 9791 3366 

Principal 

Mr Tim Hogan 

Roster for next weekend 5th-6th August (1st Sunday of month) 

Sacraments: 

 
Baptism are held on the 1st & 2nd Sundays of the month. 

Preparation is on the 3rd Sunday of the month. Parish Office 

Marriages require 6 months notice to one of the priests, partici-

pation in a FOCCUS marriage preparation program, or a 

CatholicCARE Course. 

Anointing of the Sick is held during Mass on the 1st Friday of 

the Month at 9am. Before going to hospital for major surgery, 

why not ask one of the priests to pray with you and anoint you. 

Children’s Sacraments require full participation in the prepara-

tion phase. 

Registration forms in the Parish Centre 

Roster for next weekend 29th-30th July (5th Sunday of month) 

 6pm 9am 11am  6pm 

Welcome Volunteers Siro De Rozairo Anabela Costa 
George Jornet 

Volunteers 

Sacristan Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers 

Readers & 
Commtrs 

Marg Daly, Jeremy 
Ferrao, Trevor 
Saldanha 

Kurt Dimitrakas  Mary John 
Louis Newman  
Jennifer Jornet 

Liz Spear 
Mignonne Meerwald  

Gifts Christine  Cachia  
Inez Caruana  

Nick & Sandra Dimitra-
kas 
Errie Gunawan  

  

Communion 

 

Peter Miller  
Bernie Henstridge 
Liz Flood  
Sylvia Fernandes  
Sue Sharp  

Peter Van Helmond 
Edna & Bernard David  

Andrea Anthony  
George Jornet  
Florence Madeira 
Anne Astin 
Volunteers 

Volunteers 
Daniel Masset 
Marie Masset 

Servers Jessica N, Jocelyn 
Ananya, Avinda, 
Joshua 

Ashvika, Tara, 
Luke, Joyen, 
Mark Harper 

Calvin, Joaquin 
 

Lakni 
Rachel 
Adrian 

 6pm 9am 11am  6pm 

Welcome Judy Tarranto, 
Bettina D’Rozario 
Beryl Barnfield  

Marina Nadarajah 
Rita Constanzo 

Antoinette Gargano 
Damian Kearney 

Julian Disanayake 
volunteer 

Sacristan Mark Rolfe  Denver De Rozairo  Yvonne Sherwin  Volunteer 

Readers & 
Commtrs 

Emily or Lindley Ah-
Qune,  
Kathleen Stewart 
Mary Pegram  

Virendra Jayetileke 
Mary Moore 

Rhonda or Michael 
O’Connor 
Geraldine Mutthumani  
Maximus Anthony  

Aidan Del Socorro  
Pierre Mendonca  

Gifts Beryl Barnfield  
Helen Sanders 

Margaret Magee  
Danny & Rose Sugun-
asekera  

Shalet Mamachan 
Ashlyn Mamachan  

 

Communion 

 

Gertrude Akom  
Jolene Stewart  
Jenny Satya Graha 
Denise Ritchie  
Jessica Satya Graha 
Jeremy Ferrao  
Karen Maillard 

Sandra & David 
McGuire  
Esteban Morales  
Sig Romano 
Errie Gunawan, 
Pierre Marion 

Vianney & Alex Clark  
Louis Newman  
Crystal Jayamaha  
Antoinette Gargano  
Bryant Jayamaha 
Rinku Arora 
Jean Jansz 

Pierre Mendonca  
Margaret Keating 
Tania Mendez 
Maureen Dawson  
Anne Kankanige 
Volunteer  

Servers Jocelyn, Jessica N 
Ananya, Joshua 

Mark Harper, 
Joyen, Tara 
Luke 

Shaun, Jade 
Jayden, Jaysen 

Lakni 
Schron 
Adrian 

Cuppa     

Flowers 
 

Anabela Costa 

Church Prep 
 
Team 1 
R&B Barnfield 

Communion to the 
sick (after 9am Mass) 
 
Ralph Martyn 

  
View Hills:  - Friday 11th August 
Mass at Heatherton Rd Care 
Crystal Jayamaha 

4th Sunday of the month 


