This Week

SUNDAY 11th Aug
9am, 11am, 6pm Mass
Baptism at 12.30pm

MONDAY 12th Aug
8.30am Rosary
9am Mass

TUESDAY 13th Aug
8.30am Rosary
9am Mass

WEDNESDAY 14th Aug
6.30pm Rosary
7.00pm Mass

7.30pm Meditation

THURSDAY 15th Aug
Feast of the Assump-
tion of Our Lady
9.00am Mass
(at North School)

FRIDAY 16th Aug
8.30am Rosary
9am Mass
9.30am Divine Mercy

SATURDAY 17th Aug
10.30am Reconciliation
6pm Mass

SUNDAY 18th Aug
9am, 11am, 6pm Mass
Baptism Prep at 3.45pm
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As offensive as the Monty Python film, The
Life of Brian was to some Christians, the scene
in which several competing messiahs try to
convince the market-place crowd that they are
the real thing, brilliantly and humorously cap-
tures Jewish expectations in 1st century Pales-
tine. Not unlike the fervour at the end of the
last millennium, some religious people be-
lieved the end of time was close at hand. Far
from selling his messianic wares at the market,
however, Jesus crept in be-
side us and lived, suffered,
died and was raised from the
tomb in a way no one antici-
pated. Even after his resur-
rection the earliest Christians
believed Jesus would return
very soon, so they could af-
ford to live as if they were,
literally, in the last days.
When this didn't happen
there was crisis in the com-
munity. The earliest disci-
ples, to whom much had
been entrusted, had to hand
on a faith in a more unpre-
dictable God who does not
fulfil all our expectations or
run to our timetable.

Luke points out that the greatest gift we Chris-
tians have received is knowing that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Christ. What a relief to know we
do not have to shop around any more. From
everyone to whom much has been given, how-
ever, much will be required and so knowing
who Jesus is only goes halfway. Living out the
reality of the Christian life is the other half.
Today's Gospel teaches us that our Christian
life should be marked by five characteristics,
that we: willingly share with those in need; are
ready to act justly; stay alert to the presence of
God in the world; guard against those people
or things that can rob us of our faith; not abuse
others but live in peace. With or without a
sense that Jesus is due back at any minute, the
Christian life is meant to focus on the essen-
tials.

Two thousand years later we are still waiting

ou

for Jesus' return and many of us live compli-
cated livejztaté)b ottru hap;p'ness. Sadly,
it'often take$ a agay r us-to r¢asséss what *
we have been given. A student at the Colum-
bine High School, who was injured in the
shooting, wrote this sombre reappraisal of how
he sees the world and what he thinks we
should be passing on to the next generation:
‘The paradox of our time in history is that we
have taller buildings, but shorter tempers; wid-
er freeways, but narrower viewpoints; we
spend more, but have less; we buy more, but
enjoy less.

‘We have bigger houses and smaller families;
more conveniences, but less
time; we have more degrees,
but less sense; more
knowledge, but less judgment;
more experts, but less solu-
tions; more medicine, but less
health.

‘We have multiplied our pos-
sessions, but reduced our val-
ue; we talk too much, love too
seldom, and hate too often.
We've learned how to make a
living, but not a life; we've
added years to life, not life to
years.

‘We've been all the way to the
moon and back, but have trou-
ble crossing the street to meet our neighbour.
We've conquered outer space; not inner space,
we've cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul;
we've split the atom, but not our prejudice. We
have higher incomes, but lower morale; we've
become long on quantity, but short on quality.
‘These are the times of tall people, and short
character; steep profits, and shallow relation-
ships. These are the times of world peace, but
domestic violence; more leisure, but less fun;
more kinds of food, but less nutrition.

‘These are the days of two incomes, but more
divorce; of fancier houses, but broken homes.
It is a time when there is so much in the show-
room window and nothing in the stockroom.’
We all know the world is not quite so neat, not
so either/or, but these words focus the question
well enough: what are the essentials of our life,
or as Jesus puts it, what is our treasure and

where is our heart?
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Tflis weekend we commence our Stewardship 2013 Pro-
- ,in recognltlon that everything we have and every-
thlng we are is a gift from God. It is not just a short pro-
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