This Week

SUNDAY 6th Sept
9am, 11am, 6pm Mass
Baptism at 12.30pm

MONDAY 7th Sept
8.30am Rosary
9.00am Mass

TUESDAY 8th Sept
8.30am Rosary
9.00am Mass

WEDNESDAY 9th Sept
6.30pm Rosary
Tpm Mass
7.30pm Meditation

THURSDAY 10th Sept
9.15am Mass
(at North School)

FRIDAY 11th Sept

8.30am Rosary
9.00am Mass
9.30am Divine Mercy

SATURDAY 12th Sept
10.30am Reconciliation
6.00pm Mass

SUNDAY 13th Sept
9am, 11am, 6pm Mass
Baptism at 12.30pm

St Paul Apostle Catholic

One Famaly

5 William Hovell Drive, Endeavour Hills, Vic 3802
T. 9700 3781 / F. 9700 6228
office@stpaulapostle.com.au
www.stpaulapostie.com.au

Community

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B, Sept 5th-6th, 2015

Coming to Mass is not
a private affair....

I read the other day a true story about a baby
girl who was seriously ill in a Neonatal ICU.
The paediatric specialist said there was very
little hope. The baby’s five-year-old brother,
Michael, kept begging his parents to let him
see his sister. ‘I want to sing to her’, he kept
saying. Children were not allowed in the ICU,
but Michael’s mother eventually insisted that
he be able to see his sister.

When he got to the humidicrib he sang: ‘You
are my sunshine, my only sunshine, you make
me happy when skies are grey’. The nurse
reported that as Michael sang, the baby’s
pulse rate began to calm down and become
steady. ‘Keep on singing, Michael’, encour-
aged his mother with tears in her eyes. ‘You
never know, dear, how much I love you.
Please don’t take my sunshine away.” The
baby recovered and left the hospital three
weeks later.

I am not pretending for a moment that
Michael’s song healed his sister, but we
should never underestimate the power of hu-
man support and love. It helps us to be healed.
The Gospel story of the healing of the deaf
mute is striking because it is one of the few
stories where the crowd makes the request of
healing from Jesus. This is understandable
given that the man cannot speak for himself,
but the scene, as Mark writes it, is very touch-
ing. Mark tells us that the crowd brought the
man to Jesus. ‘They’ beg Jesus to heal him,
‘they’ are ordered not to tell anyone about the
miracle, but ‘they’ go straight out and tell eve-
ryone about it.

What happens there is what happens here eve-
ry Sunday. Coming to Mass is not a private
affair. It is not my Mass, my prayer, my
Church. The pronouns we use reveal a lot
about our attitudes. It’s our Eucharist, our
prayer and our Church. Within the Mass there
are opportunities for private prayer, but Eu-
charist is, essentially, an action of the assem-
bled community. In our own way we bring the
deaf and the mute to Jesus each time we gath-
er. This is what the Prayers of the Faithful are
all about. This is why they are so important.

When we visit another parish we can tell a lot
about it by the care with which the interces-
sions are composed and compiled. If they only
attend to the needs of the parish and never
with the wider Church or the world, if they
focus on the needs of the Catholic world and
never with the plight of those in crisis, who
may not share our faith or may hold to another
or no faith, it says so much.

The Church has always believed in the power
of intercessory prayer. Not that God needs to
be reminded what our world needs. God
knows that better than we know it. But inter-
cessory prayer sorts our priorities and estab-
lishes who has a claim on our affections and
concerns. It also enables others to know that
we stand in solidarity with them.

And miracles still happen when we are one
with those for whom we hope and pray.
Sometimes the first miracle that occurs is that
we notice the needs of some group beyond our
immediate circle. Their suffering moves us
and we choose to help them.

Let’s pray in this Eucharist that Christ re-
moves our blindness, opens our ears and loos-
ens our tongues so that we speak up for those
who are most in need of a healing word that
brings them justice and peace.
Fr Ri

by charg

Fr Frank Martin RIP
We were notified on
late Thursday that Fr
~ Frank Martin, our first
Parish Priest at St Paul
N Apostle Parish, died
peacefully on Wednes-
day. He ministered here from 1980 to
1987. Many of the early members of our
Parish will have fond memories of Fr
Martin and we are all grateful that he, to-
gether with them, established our parish
on a firm foundation and built a caring
community which we continue here in En-
deavour Hills. We offer our prayers and
support to his family and friends.
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St Paul Apostle
Catholic Community

Priests:
Fr Tim O’Toole CP (PP)
Fr Tony Egar CP

Pastoral Associates:
Sr Joan Smith CP
Sr Brigid Murphy CP

Parish Staff:
Bursar: Gillian Velupillay
Secretary: Didi Karkas

Passionist Community
Fr Brian Gleeson CP

Fr Chris Mithen CP

Fr Tony Egar CP

Fr Tim O’Toole CP

Fr Brendan Connell CP

Sisters of Cross and
Passion

Sr Anne Cunningham CP
Sr Brigid Murphy CP

Sr Joan Smith CP

Karen Englebretsen

St Paul Apostle
North Primary
School - 9700 6068
Principal

Mrs Christine White

St Paul Apostle
South Primary
School - 9700 3663
Principal

Mrs Helen Greenhill

St John’s Regional
College - 9791 3366
Principal

Mr Andrew Walsh

“It is a wise Tather «who

Lnows his children”
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Baptism are held on the 1st & 2nd Sundays of the month.
Preparation is on the 3rd Sunday of the month.

Marriages require 6 months notice to one of the priests, partici-
pation in a FOCCUS marriage preparation program, or a
catholicCARE Course.

Anointing of the Sick is held during Mass on the 1st Friday of
the Month at 9am. Before going to hospital for major surgery,
why not ask one of the priests to pray with you and anoint you.

Children’s Sacraments require full participation in the prepara-

Registration forms in the Parish Centre
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