This Week

SUNDAY 23rd Apr
2nd Sunday of Easter Year A
9am, 11am, 6pm Mass
Baptism Prep at 3.45pm

MONDAY 24th Apr
8.30am Rosary
9.00am Mass

TUESDAY 25th Apr
Anzac Day
9.30am Rosary
10am Mass

WEDNESDAY 26th Apr
6.30pm Rosary
7.00pm Mass

THURSDAY 27th Apr
9.00am Mass

FRIDAY 28th Apr
8.30am Rosary
9am Mass
9.30am Divine Mercy

SATURDAY 29th Apr
10.30am Reconciliation
6pm Mass

SUNDAY 30th Apr
3rd Sunday of Easter Year A

St Paul Apostle Catholic Community
One Family

S William Hovell Drv, Endeavour Hills,
T.9700 3781 /F. 9700 6228
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2nd Sunday of Easter A, 22"4—23" April, 2017

Easter Faith

The gospel story about doubting Thomas has to
be one of the most misunderstood episodes in
the New Testament.

If you're like me, for years we have been con-
soled by Thomas doubting that Jesus had been
raised from the dead. Thomas' doubts were in
Jesus, we have been led to believe. But let's
read the story very carefully. It's not Jesus
Thomas doubts, it's the disciples. In fact when
Jesus appears to them seven days later, Thomas

has the opportunity to share in the experience of

the Risen Lord and like the others he immedi-
ately confesses Easter faith.

There are three elements in
this story that should give us
great comfort. The first is that
Thomas doubts the early
Church, and not just in regard
to a minor issue of discipline
or procedure. He doubts the
central Christian message: that
God raised Jesus from the
dead. Some of us, too, at vari-
ous times in our lives, can

excommunicate him, they held on to him in the
hope that he would experience the Lord for
himself.

Sadly for us, today, there are some who argue
that Catholics who struggle with their faith
should ‘shape up or ship out’. While every
group has its boundaries and there are limits to
what people can dissent from, we could take the
earliest Church as our model and stay faithful to
our doubters and help them come to see the
transforming truth that has changed our lives.

The final element in this extraordinary story

which can help us in our Easter faith concerns

the significance of the time between the first
and second appearances of Je-

J
hearers of John's Gospel. And
even though the earliest disci-
ples experience the Risen Lord
on Easter Sunday, they are still
Church, the movement of its
earliest leaders from timidity

locked in their fears one week
later. The creation of the early

have doubts about all sorts of

things in our faith. There are very few Catholics
who get through life without asking some seri-
ous questions of God, about Jesus, the Spirit
and the Church. These questions are good in
themselves. They are necessary for a mature,
adult faith. What we need to ensure is that we
sincerely want answers to the questions we ask
and not just use them to justify our wandering
away from our faith. Thomas is the patron saint
of all of us who sometimes struggle to believe
what everyone else in the church seems to ac-
cept. And he is also the patron saint of those of
us who seek the courage and patience to wait
for the answers.

The second consoling fact to this story concerns
the earliest Church. Even though they were
filled with the presence of the Risen Lord and
though Thomas refuses to believe their witness,
they remain faithful to him in his doubts. We
know this because he is still with them a week
later. They didn't expel him from the group or

sus. We're told it was seven
days and the parallel to the
story of creation would not
have been lost on the first
to boldness took time and having a doubter in
their midst ends up a great blessing for them all,
for Christ is present at every step of the
Church’s creation and re-creation as well.
This story was written for people like us who
do not have access to the historical Jesus. The
birth of the Church is an ongoing act of God's
creation in every generation. It takes time, and
people will be at different stages at different
moments. Our fidelity to one another on the
long journey of faith is only surpassed by our
Crucified God who does not give up on us, no
matter how many questions we ask or how
much we doubt.

May this Eucharist give us confidence enough
to hold on to each other in good times and bad
so that we can all continue to experience his
presence and have life in his name.

by Richard Leonard SJ




“ Parish Calendar, News & Events

DIARY
12-14 May: Youth Group Retreat
23rd Apr: 6pm Mass music lead by YOUTH
25th April:  Anzac Day— Mass 10am

followed by morning tea
2nd May: ASRE resumes at 4pm
7th May: Altar Server’s Workshop at 3.30-5.30
11th May:  Come Away Day at Holy Cross
23rd May:  First Communion—1st Family night
27/28 May: First Communion Presentation of

Candidates

THANK YOU: A big thank-you to
all those who have helped so
generously with preparation and
participation in our Liturgies, to
Vinnies and all who worked behind
the scenes with Church Prep,
Flowers, Choirs, Altar Servers, our Young People who
spent so much time preparing music and drama for the
Stations of the Cross, to the women who prepared
morning tea on Good Friday and to all who helped to
prepare the Church for the Easter Vigil and Easter
Sunday. May you all be truly blessed for your support
and community spirit and may our Easter Season bring
joy and peace to you and all your families.
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ANZAC DAY: Anzac
commemorates the day when
Australian and New Zealand Army
Corps landed troops from Australia
and New Zealand on the Gallipoli
Peninsula, Turkey, in World War I
on April 25, 1915. The bravery of all
military personnel who participated
in this campaign and the lives of
those who died in all military
actions are remembered.
We also remember all those who are veterans of other
conflicts and all who have given their lives for peace
and all those families who carry the consequences and
losses of war. We continue to pray that new and lasting
solutions can be worked out to resolve the many
conflicts of our own times.

There will be Mass at 10am followed by Morning
Tea in the Gathering Space.

ASRE (After School Religious
Education) will resume on
TUESDAY 2nd May at 4pm.
This is a program provided in
our church for our children who &5 /1
attends non-Catholic schools. ||Religiaus
Classes run once a week, on

Tuesday afternoon from 4pm to Spm, during school
term.

FIRST COMMUNION CANDIDATES
If you have registered your children to
take part in our Sacraments of First
Communions this year, they would have
received their book by now. The book has
a letter attached to it which gives you the
information on what have to be done.
Please also remember that the First Family
Night is on TUESDAY, 23rd May at 7pm in the
church. All candidates must attend this session with one
or both of their parent/s.

HOLY THURSDAY & GOOD FRIDAY’s collection

total is $3,363.10. Thank you so much to

all who have given generously. These
funds will be shared to help the Passionist
Missions and the Holy Land

COMBINED CATHOLIC
PARISHES RAFFLE

If you have taken some tickets home,
please return your tickets (SOLD or
UNSOLD) URGENTLY. During the
next 2 Weeks, Gillian & Didi will be at
Masses to receive those tickets. You may also return
them at the Parish office during office hours.. We are
hoping to collect all of them by 30th APRIL 2017, the
latest.

COME AWAY: Our next day of
prayer and reflection at Holy Cross
will be on May 11th. We begin at
10am but come for a cuppa at
9.30am. BYO lunch and a donation
is welcome.

PARISH
LIBRARY

_— -

PARISH LIBRARY: For some time
we have been thinking about setting
up a small Parish Library. If anyone
has experience of setting up a library
and would be willing to help please
contact Sr Brigid

FAREWELL

This week we farewell ALICE
QUINLESS who was one of our
faithful parishioners. She and her
family have been involved in the
parish in many different ways. We
thank her for her faithfulness and we
will keep her & her family in our
prayer during this time of sadness.




BARBARA (BAMBI) DOMINGO
was living in our parish until recently
when the family moved to another area
to be closer to extended family. Rey
Domingo, her husband is well known
in our area. We keep her & her family
in our prayers.

Little Prayer:

Lead me this day, Lord,
not only to be of service to others
but to ensure
that 1 find quiet moments
for myself and for you.

T

Project Compassion

Yes, you can make a real difference. Together we can
help the poorest of the poor live a life of dignity. We
can help them become self-sufficient so they don’t
need to rely on charity. Donations of $2 or more are
tax deductible. Donation through online is also availa-
ble.

If you have taken home a project compassion box,
please return it to the Parish Of-
fice so that we can send them to
the CARITAS

Donation by:
phone on 1800 024 413

ALTAR SERVERS WORKSHOP: 7th May 3:30-
5:30pm

Inviting all altar servers and those wishing to be an altar
server, to a workshop held on Sunday 7th May to gather

together revising practices and getting a chance to meet
each other. More information contact parish office.

YOUTH RETREAT : 12th to 14th May 2017

This invitation is to all our youth and their friends. We
are seeking expressions of interest from youth who
would like to attend a weekend retreat based on the
theme “COME AND SEE”. More details will be avail-
able once we know if whether we have an interested
group. We ask that you complete the form below and
return it to the box in the foyer or gathering space or re-
turn to the parish office. More information from Mahir or
Karen

YOUTH RETREAT
Expression of Interest

or by Post: GPO Box 9830

Sunday Readings
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St Paul Apostle
Catholic Community

Priests:
Fr Xavier Ubagaraswamy
cp (PP)

Pastoral Associates:
Sr Joan Smith CP
Sr Brigid Murphy CP

Parish Staff:
Bursar: Gillian Velupillay
Secretary: Didi Karkas

Passionist Community
Fr Brian Gleeson CP

Fr Chris Mithen CP

Fr Jose Mathew CP

Fr Xavier Ubagaraswamy
Cp

Sisters of Cross and
Passion

Sr Anne Cunningham CP
Sr Brigid Murphy CP

Sr Joan Smith CP

Karen Englebretsen

St Paul Apostle
North Primary
School - 9700 6068
Acting Principal
Mrs Mary Lucas

St Paul Apostle
South Primary
School - 9700 3663
Principal

Mr. Paul Gleeson

St John’s Regional
College - 9791 3366
Principal

Mr Tim Hogans

Roster for next weekend 22nd-23rd April (4th Sunday of month)

6pm 9am 1lam 6pm
Welcome Carmel ine pDbomneaRidt er s|,Anabel a Cos|tJaul i an Di sana\)
Deni se RichDenny & Ros|eYvSungnuen-Sher{wiin h vol unt|eer!
Trevor Sal |deasnékaer a
Sacristan Lien Phan Volunteers Yvonne Sher|Wioln unteers
Readers & Mar k Rol fe|Milroy Mart|iySt even NasallMaaod g Keatng
Commtrs Jessica SaftBat rGrcbhen BihaFw or ence Majdei r a
Liz Flood Meagan O’ Colnnor
Gifts Sujeeva & [T&@ndmn W& crkomabDin e nTgoedrd Fami |y
ramar atne Sharni Denhlam
Communion | St even Her prerread Hal | Charl ene PelrAdidrasn Del Soc ¢
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Roster for next weekend 29th-30th April (5th Sunday of month)
6pm 9am 1lam 6pm
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Ananya, Avilhudke, Et hanj,Joshua R, Rachel
Joshua Mar k Harper|Marc P Joseph
Cuppa
4th Sunday of the month
Flowers Church Prep Communion to the sick

_ View Hills: - Friday 28th April

(Afer 9am M‘M R Bl Wi
Anabel d T@a@snt a ass at Reema vd Wing
G Velupillagr. Brigid
Sacraments:

Baptism are held on the 1st & 2nd Sundays of the month.
Preparation is on the 3rd Sunday of the month.

Marriages require 6 months notice to one of the priests, partici-
pation in a FOCCUS marriage preparation program, or a
CatholicCARE Course.

Anointing of the Sick is held during Mass on the 1st Friday of
the Month at 9am. Before going to hospital for major surgery,
why not ask one of the priests to pray with you and anoint you.

Children’s Sacraments require full participation in the prepara-
tion phase.

Registration forms in the Parish Centre




