This Week

SUNDAY 18th May
9am, 11am, 6pm Mass
Baptism Prep at 3.45pm

MONDAY 19th May
8.30am Rosary
9.00am Mass

TUESDAY 20th May
8.30am Rosary
9am Mass
9.30am Adoration

WEDNESDAY 21st May
6.30pm Rosary
7pm Mass
7.30pm Meditation

THURSDAY 22nd May
9.00am Mass
(at North School)

FRIDAY 23rd May
8.30am Rosary
9am Mass
9.30am Divine Mercy

SATURDAY 24th May
10.30am Reconciliation
6pm Mass

SUNDAY 25th May
9am, 11am, 6pm Mass
Baptism Welcome
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5 William Hovell Drive, Endeavour Hills, Vic 3802
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the Truth and the Life are put together in
today's Gospel. In another part of John's
gospel Jesus goes further in describing
himself as our master builder, as our home
and even our lodger. We are told to make
a home in him as he makes a home in us.
What a terrific image of the intimacy
Christ wants to share with us, and we with
him!

The Way, The Truth and the
The Life............

For many people ‘going home’, means a
return to comfort and security.

In the best homes children are unafraid,
they know that their home is a buffer
against some harsh realities beyond the
door. As adults we carry that desire for
security into all the various homes in

; ! The best homes, however, do not just pro-
which we live.

tect and keep their occupants safe for eter-
nity. A home is a means to an end, which
is to give us the stability and
sanity we need to keep going
out to the world beyond it. In
the same way, our home of faith
with Jesus enables us to keep
going out to a sometimes hostile
world and share with others the
Way, the Truth and the Life that
sustains us. In a world where
70% of all people have sub-
standard housing and millions
of displaced people have to cre-
ate homes wherever they are,
we have our work cut out for us.

When we reflect on our child-
hood homes many of us can say
of it what Jesus says of himself.
It was the first place almost all
of us learnt about ‘The Way’.
The earliest Christians were
called people of The Way. It's a
rich image denoting that Christi-
anity is not an idea, it's a way of
living, a path to follow.

For better or worse one of the
distinctive features of most of
our homes is that it's also where
we are told ‘The Truth’. Some-
times that deflates our egos or
means we hear things we would rather not
listen to. But hopefully the comfort and
love which accompanies this truth telling
comes from the ease and care in the rela-
tionships at home. Our family doesn’t pull
any punches with the truth because they
know us too well and love us too much.

The Way we follow is about justice, de-
velopment and peace for all people every-
where and not just the select few who can
build the biggest mansions on earth. We
are invited to keep speaking the Truth
even if that makes us unpopular or differ-
ent or at odds with the majority. And we
have to keep living the Life which sees
that our greatest joy comes from human

Most adults also remember their child- dignity being celebrated everywhere.

hood houses as lively. ‘The Life’ in our
homes was about the buzz of children go-
ing to and from school, various friends
calling in, the reign of organised chaos
where space was claimed and a position
defended. Minor dramas were never far
away and life was lived to the full.

It's not by accident that the image of Jesus
preparing us a house and being the Way,

If all Christians lived out this Way, Truth
and Life we would, by His grace, fulfil
Jesus’ extraordinary prophecy that we
could do greater works than He did. Now
that’s a challenge to take with us into the
coming week!

by Fr Richard Leonard SJ
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It’s Not All About Me —
Beyond Narcissism

Dear Friends,

“We live in a culture which is obsessed with ‘image’.
From every angle we are told to ‘look good’ and to shun
and hide any acknowledgement of our flaws. ’Self-
actualisation’ and appearing to have it all ‘together’ is the
supposed ideal.

What is more, our mass media positively delights in
humiliating people when it discovers their weaknesses. As
it relentlessly ‘deconstructs’ public person after public
person to supposedly reveal the ‘truth’ — our society
becomes every day more of a ‘jungle’ — where ‘survival
of the fittest’ is the main game to play if you want to get

the humble and merciful leadership style of our Pope

Frq;nchf\X‘éhfft an PnPdPtthF i tq tlFe Fulture of

narcissism!

Someone I know told a story recently about Francis. They
had the opportunity of living in the same house —i.e.
Santa Marthae — as the Pope (with 120 others!). Pope
Francis would come in everyday for meals in the cafeteria
and when he didn’t have special guests, would simply
come to an empty spot at a table and say, “Is this seat
open?” He would then sit down, take off his sash and his
skull cap, tuck his napkin in and get to work...

For Pope Francis the church is not a small chapel filled
only with pure people but a church that is a big tent, a
church of sinners, a church open to all who seek it. It is a
community of mercy.

There are no mirrors in heaven — hell is full of them.

Br Mark O’Connor fmns .
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Sacraments:
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. Prepara-
tion is on the 3rd Sunday of the month.
Marrjages require 6 mo n t hts onervfotie priests,
'pagimpation in a FOCCUS marriage preparation program, or a
(QEh@licCARE Course.
Anointing of the Sick is held during Mass on the 1st Friday of
fhe Moiith at 9am. Before going to hospital for major surgery,
WIB' Bot ask one of the priests to pray with you and anoint you.
Cl6ldren’s Sacraments require full participation in the prepa-
ration phase.
Registration forms in the Parish Centre.




