
 

This Week 

 

Monday 26th Dec 

10.00am Mass 

 

Tuesday 27th Dec 

10.00am Mass 

 

Wednesday 28th Dec 

7.00pm Mass 

 

Thursday 29th Dec 

9.00am Mass 

 

Friday 30th Dec 

9.00am Mass 

 

Saturday 31st Dec 

6.00pm Mass 

 

Sunday 1January 

NEW YEARS DAY 

9.00am Mass 

11.00am Mass 

6.00pm Mass 

 

Monday 2nd January 

10.00am Mass 

 

Tuesday 3 January 

10.00am Mass 

 

Wednesday 4 January 

7.00pm Mass 

CHRISTMAS 2016  
 

Christmas Greetings 
 

First Christmas, back at home, is always special 

when people are newly married. The people who 

lost their loved ones are greatly saddened at the 

first Christmas without their loved ones with them 

to celebrate Christmas. It is my first Christmas 

here with you; your first Christmas with me. I am 

already so much blessed with your many blessings 

of your prayers, support, love and affection 

(certainly started to receive gifts for Christmas). It 

is wonderful to be part of this beautiful faith com-

munity. You fill me with joy and hope when I see 

at the masses during the weekends. 

I greatly admire the true sense of community 

where you are truly concerned about each other 

and seek after each other if someone is not seen 

for a few days. If you do not see me in the week-

ends you enquire after me which makes me feel 

happy. God cared for us so much that he sent his 

only Son to us which we celebrate in this Christ-

mas.  

I admire your spirit of fellowship and support. 

You volunteer to help out in varied ways through-

out the year and recently in the advent and in 

Christmas. I would like to say thank you to all of 

you who help in the ministries in the church.  

I also take this opportunity to thank our parish 

team who contribute to our parish in so many 

ways, to the Passionist Sisters: Anne, Joan, Brigid, 

and Karen; our ever helpful office staff, Didi and 

Gillian and Passionist brothers Frs Brian, Jose and 

Chris. 

Christmas brings family and friends together; it 

helps us appreciate the love in our lives which 

actually reflects Godôs love, though we can often 

take it for granted. It is a special time to celebrate 

Godôs gift and friendship. 

 

Along with each member of the Parish Team I 

take this opportunity to wish you and your families 

and friends every blessing for this Christmas. May 

your dreams come true in the coming New Year 

In the effort to use all the English alphabet to wish 

you: Angels Bring Christmas greetings. Divine, 

Emmanuel comes for Friends and Families. Grasp 

the mystery. Just Keep Loving Memories. Never 

Omit prayers. Quietly Remember God. Speak 

Truth. Use Valuable words and eXpress your Zeal 

for the Lord.  

    Fr Xavier cp 

 

 

 

Message of Hope from Pope Francis: 

 

The hope that comes to us at Christmas is a differ-

ent kind of hope ð it is reliable and visible be-

cause it is founded on God. Pope Francis speaks 

on the theme of hope. ñToday, a few days from 

Christmas, I would like to reflect more specifically 

on the moment in which, so to speak, hope entered 

the world, with the Incarnation of the Son of 

God,ò he said. The Holy Father noted how hope 

often refers to ñthat which is not in manôs power 

and which is not visible,ò something ñbeyond our 

strengthò that we cannot see. ñHowever, Christôs 

birth speaks to us of a different hope, a reliable, 

visible and comprehensible hope, because it is 

founded on God, He entered the world and gave us 

the strength to walk with him: God walks with us 

in Jesus and to walk with Him towards the fullness 

of life gives us the strength to be in the present in a 

new way.  Pope Francis tells us to ask ourselves, 

ñDo I walk with hope or is my interior life 

stopped, closed? Is my heart a closed drawer or a 

drawer open to hope, which has me walk with 

Christ, and not alone?ò 

 

Immersed in hope 

 

The Holy Father then turned to the Christmas crib, 

saying it transmits hope and that each of the peo-

ple represented there is ñimmersed in this atmos-

phere of hope. ñHe reflected on each of the per-

sonages, starting with the place itself:   

-Bethlehem. A small borough of Judea where a 

thousand years earlier David was born, the shep-

herd chosen by God as King of Israel. Bethlehem 

is not a capital; therefore it is preferred by Divine 

Providence, which loves to act through the little 

ones and humble ones. 

ð Mary, Mother of Hope. With her ñYesò she 

opened the door of our world to God é She, who 

for nine months was the Ark of the new and eter-

nal Covenant, contemplated the Child in the cav-

ern and saw in Him the love of God, who comes to 

save His people and the whole of humanity. 

ð Joseph, descendant of Jesse and David é 

looking at Jesus in the manger, he meditated that 

that Child came from the Holy Spirit, and that God 

Himself ordered him to call him thus, ñJesus.ò In 

that name is every manôs hope, because through 

that son of woman, God will save humanity from 

death and sin. 
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ð The shepherds, who represent the humble and 

the poor é In that Child they saw the fulfilment 

of the promises and they hope that Godôs salva-

tion will finally reach each one of them. 

(Regarding the shepherds, and the tendency to put 

oneôs trust in material things, the Pope empha-

sized: ñLetôs get this in our head: our securities 

will not save us; the only security that saves us is 

that of hope in God.ò 

ð The choir of Angels proclaims from on high 

the great design that the Child carries out: ñGlory 

to God in the highest, and on earth peace among  

 

 

men with whom He is pleasedò (Luke 2:14). 
Christian hope is expressed in praise and thanks-

giving to God, who has inaugurated His Kingdom 

of love, justice and peace. The Pope concluded by 

saying that the celebration of Christmas will ñbe 

truly a celebration if we receive Jesus, seed of 

hope that God deposits in the furrows of our per-

sonal and communal history.ò ñEvery óYesô to 

Jesus who comes is a seed of hope,ò he said. ñLet 

us have confidence in this seed of hope, in this 

yes: óYes, Jesus, you can save me, you can save 

me.ô  

Parish New Yearôs Eve Dance is in South School Community Hall from 

7pm to Midnight. Tickets are $35pp (Adults) or $20pp (Child) includes Light supper, 

champagne at midnight and music. Contact Sam on 0413 784 530 or John on 0423 

752 072. 

 

Please note 

no newsletter till the end of January 2017, free rosters, please help out when you can. 


