
 
 

This Week 
 

SUNDAY 18th Dec 

Fourth Sunday of ADVENT 

Year A 

9am, 11am, 6pm Mass 

Baptism Prep at 3.45pm 

 

MONDAY 19th Dec 

8.30am Rosary 

9.00am Mass 

 

TUESDAY 20th Dec 
9.00am Mass 

7.30pm ADVENT Reconcilia-

tion Service 

 

WEDNESDAY 21st Dec 
6.30pm Rosary 

7.00pm Mass 

7.30pm Meditation 

 

THURSDAY 22nd Dec 

9am Mass 

 

FRIDAY 23rd Dec 
8.30am Rosary 

9am Mass 

9.30am Divine Mercy 

 

SATURDAY 24th Dec 

Christmas Eve 
10.30am Reconciliation 

7.00pm Childrenôs Mass 

9.00pm Family Mass 

11.30pm Carols followed by 

Midnight Mass 

 

SUNDAY 25th Dec 

Christmas Day 

8:30 am Carols 

9am, 11am Mass 

 

NO EVENING MASS 

 

Fourth Sunday of ADVENT Year A, 17th-18th December, 2016 

 

Just Man Dreaming 
 

During this week Fr Michael Tate wrote: 

 

I recall watching an episode of óThe Billô, an 

English police drama. The episode centred 

round an óhonour killingô. A woman had de-

serted her abusive, alcoholic husband. So, in 

accordance with the customs of her Indian 

clan, she was murdered. She had dis-

honoured the family of the husband. She was 

killed for bringing shame on her husband 

and his family. 

 

Mary was also in a shame-full situation, so 

far as Nazareth was concerned. She had fall-

en pregnant before she was 

taken by Joseph as his wife 

in the fullest sense. Under 

Jewish law, she could be 

stoned to death. 

This is where the extraordi-

nary character of Joseph 

comes through. 

 

We have to get the sequence in our heads. 

Before Joseph had a clue about divine inter-

vention in Maryôs pregnancy, he decided 

upon a merciful and compassionate course of 

action: to break the marriage contract quietly 

and discreetly and to allow Mary to get on 

with her life as best she could. 

Joseph did not ignore the situation, but he 

had an exceptional large-heartedness, so that 

he preserved a future for Mary even though 

she had apparently wronged him. 

Joseph did that, and then something extraor-

dinary happened. What happened? 

 

Joseph slept that night in a way which al-

lowed God to reach into his dreaming state. 

If he had gone to sleep that night in the tur-

moil of a vengeful frame of mind, such that 

Mary would get óher just dessertsô, that óthe 

punishment would fit the crimeô against his 

honour, he would not have been ready to 

have the deepest levels of his consciousness 

stirred in the way God wanted. 

 

We all know that in our waking hours we are 

so focussed, so blinkered, so frenetic that our 

minds are rarely receptive to Godôs prompt-

ing. The windows of perception are opened 

when the eyes are closed in sleep. 

In the deep sleep of a just and good man, 

Joseph was enlightened as to the divine di-

mension of Maryôs pregnancy. Of course, 

there are many aspects to that dimension, but 

the one which this Gospel passage helps us 

focus on is that God was breaking through 

the patriarchal structures of that society and 

had acted as creatively as on the first day of 

creation. 

 

The old cycle of human history, literally gen-

eration after generation was 

being broken. Something 

utterly new had happened. 

Joseph received that intui-

tion in his deep sleep. 

 

You and I are just as likely 

to receive an intuition as to 

Godôs plan for us in the depths of sleep: who 

we really are, who we are destined to be, 

where we ófit inô to Godôs plan for trans-

forming the whole of creation. 

We have to prepare ourselves by not going to 

sleep with vengeful hearts, especially not to 

defend an artificial sense of our own honour. 

Then we have a chance of receiving those 

divinely inspired insights. When we get 

them, these instructive moments in our sleep, 

what can we do when we wake up? 

We can dismiss them as the fantasy of slum-

ber. 

Or we can do what Joseph did: get up and do 

what is needed to fulfil the message. [In his 

case, to take care of Mary as his wife and to 

make sure the baby was called óJesusô.] 

So, Mary had great cause to thank Joseph for 

being such a large-hearted man. 

We have cause to thank Joseph for showing 

what dreams can be made of. 

Tonight might be the night! 

 

   by. Fr Michael Tate 



 

Parish Calendar, News & Events  

DIARY 

20th Dec: Advent Reconciliation Service at 7.30pm 

24th Dec: Christmas Eve Masses: 

  7.00pm Childrenôs Mass 

  9.00pm Family Mass 

  11.30pm Christmas Carols 

   followed by Midnight Mass 

25th Dec: 8.30am Carols followed by 9.00am Mass 

  11.00am Mass 

  (no evening Mass on this day) 

26 & 27 Dec: Morning mass at 10am 

31st Dec: 6.00pm Mass 

  Parish NYE Dance 

1st Janô17: 9am, 11am & 6pm Mass 

 

 

NATIVITY PLAY (for 7pm Mass 

on Christmas Eve) 

Rehearsal for the Christmas 

Nativity Play will continue on 

Tuesday, 20th December at 

3.45pm in the church. If you wish 

your child to be part of this play, please contact Sr Joan 

at the Parish Office. It is not too late to join this play. 

 

THANK YOU:  

Thank you to all  our seniors who came 

to the Christmas celebration on 

Tuesday. We hope you all had a good 

time and that you will have a very 

blessed Christmas. Please watch this space for events  

in 2017. A big thank to all those who came to help with 

set up on Monday night, with food preparation and 

serving  on Tuesday and to all who donated the 

delicious food. A very special thank you to Linda Daly 

for all her thought and work in the background in the 

planning and preparation of the event especially the 

raffle gifts.  

 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

Thank you to ALL who participated in 

this special ministry. Ninety five 

hampers have been distributed and that 

will have a wonderful ripple effect and 

help many people who are in need. 

Thank you to those who gave their time to help or those 

who made up the hampers. You have ALL spread 

happiness through your generosity at this festive season. 

 

ROSTERS FOR CHRISTMAS 

EVE & CHRISMAS DAY 

MASSES:  Thank you to those of 

you who have signed up and 

particularly to readers who have 

filled all spaces except 11am where we need one more 

reader. If you still wish to be involved please contact 

the Parish Office  and let us know which ministry you 

would like to be involved in . There are still spaces for 

most ministries.  

 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION 

SERVICE 
Please remember we are having 

ADVENT Reconciliation Service 

on TUESDAY, 20th Dec at 7.30pm  

Please join in this community event 

in preparation for Christmas. 

 

BREAD RUNðSt. Vincent De Paul Conference is 

looking for volunteers who are able to spare about 45 

Minutes to One Hour a week on a Tuesday or a 

Thursday NIGHT (after 9pm) to deliver Bread to a few 

families in need in the Endeavour Hills area. If you are 

interest and able to help please contact Denver:- 9700 

6812 or 0403 315 443 
 

PARISH NEW YEARôS EVE PARTY 

If you have not planned anything to 

welcome 2017, please join us. It will 

be held at St Paul Apostle South 

School Hall (William Hovell Drive, 

Endeavour Hills) from 7.30pm. 

Tickets are $35pp for adults and 

$20pp for children under 12 years 

old (Incl. all night music, champagne & snack). BYO 

food and drinks. Tickets are on sale now. For more 

information. please contact Sam on 0413 784 530 or 

John on 0423 752 072. 

 

ROSTERS: Our rosters for 2017 are a little delayed 

because we are still waiting for people to confirm their 

availability for 2017. We are short of people for many 

ministries at 9am on Sundays and also some for 6pm 

Mass on Sundays. . If you attend 9am  or 6pm Mass and 

could consider a ministry of welcome, presentation of 

gifts, Eucharistic minister or readers please contact Sr 

Brigid as soon as possible. 

 

FLOWER MINISTRY: We are 

very blessed to have had people 

who have prepared flowers for the 

Church each weekend for so many 

years. This is a ministry that 

contributes to the celebration of our 

Liturgy and has been done with great love and care by 

members of our Parish community for a long time. We 

really value this ministry but some members of our 

flower ministry team have now relocated to other areas. 



   ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊΥ 
 
       ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎƛŎƪ 
 
{ƘŜƴŜƭƭŜ CŜǊƴŀƴŘƻΣ / ǊŜǎŎŜƴŎƛŀƴŀ ¢ǳŀȊƻƴΣ [ŜǎƭŜȅ bŀŘŀǊŀƧŀƘΣ 9Řƴŀ CƻƴǎŜŎŀΣ Wƻŀπ
ŎƘƛƳ CŜǊƴŀƴŘŜǎΣ DƛƻǊƎƛŀ ±ŜƭƭŀΣ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ vǳƛƴƭŜǎǎΣ [ƛƭƛŀƴŀ {ŀƭƛƴŘŜƘƻΣ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ ²ƻƻŘǎΣ WƻŀƴƴŜ ²Ƙƛǘπ
ŜǊǎΣ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ [ŜƻƴƎΣ .ŀōȅ !ŀƭƛȅŀΣ 9ƭƳŀ 5ƛƭƛƴƎŜǊΣ .ŜǊȅƭ wŀǘƴŀȅŀƪŜΣ IŀǊƻƭŘ {ǘǊŀƘŀƴΣ WƻǎŜǇƘƛƴŜ tŜǊŎȅΣ 
/ƻƴƴƛŜ LŜƳƳƻƭƻΣ ¸ƻǳƭƛŀ ¸ƻǳƴŀƴΣ {ƘƻƛǎŜŜƘ ¸ƻǳƴŀƴΣ wŀƴƪŀ DŀƭƛƴŀŎΣ 5ȅƴŀ bŀƛƴŜΣ tǊŜǾŜŜƴ tŜƛǊƛǎΣ 
¢ƘŜǊŜǎƛŀ {ŀƭƛƴŘŜƘƻΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 5ŜƳŀƛƻΣ aŀǊƛŜ-¢ƘŜǊŜǎŜ IƛƭǘƻƴΣ LǎŀŀŎ ¸ƻǳƴŀƴΣ !ƴƴŜ tŀȅŜǘΣ [ŜƴƴƛŜ 
5Ω{ƻǳȊŀΣ IŜƴǊȅ 5Ω{ƻǳȊŀΣ aŀǊƛŜ aŀǊǝƴΣ aŀǳǊƛŎŜ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ {ŀƴŘȅ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ aŜƛƴǘƧƛŜǎΣ ¸ƻƭŀƴŘŜ 
.ƻƴƴŜŬƴΣ tŀǘ DŀǊŀǊŘΣ !ƭƛƴ [Ŝ aŜǊƭŜΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [Ŝ aŜǊƭŜΣ YŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ !ŘŀƳŎȊǳƪΣ aǳƭƛŀƎŀ ±ŀƛŦŀƭŜΣ YȅƭƛŜ 
YƛƴƎΣ Wƻȅ !ƴǉǳƛƭƛŀƴƻ  
 
       CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŜŘ 
 
¢ŜǊŜǎŀ /ƘƛƴǎŀƳƛΣ tƻƴ /Ƙǳƴ WƻƴƎΣ 5ŀǾƛǎ tŀƭƭƛǇǳǊŀƳΣ WŀȅŀǊŀƳŀƴ /ƘŜƭƭƛŀƘΣ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ aƛŎƘŜƭΣ /ŀǊƭƻǎ 
WŜǊƻƴƛƳƻΣ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘ aƻǊŀŜǎΣ aŀǊŀ ¦ƧƪŀΣ aŀǊǝƴ ¦ƧƪŀΣ bƛƪƻƭƭŀ .ŜƘŀǊƛΣ 9ƭǇƛƴƛǉƛ .ŜƘŀǊƛΣ tŀǎƘƪŀ 
¦ƧƪŀΣ wƻōŜǊǘ hΩIŀǊŀΣ ±ŀƭŜƴǝƴŜ {ƛƭŀǾŀƴǘΣ !ƭƛŎŜ /ŀƘƛƭƭΣ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎŀ /ŀƭǳƴǎŀƎΣ 9ŘǳŀǊŘƻ aŀǝŎΣ tŀǳƭ 
aƻǊƛƴΣ hǎŎŀǊ /ŀƭǳƴǎŀƎΣ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ wŀƧŀǊŀƳΣ [ŜǎƭƛŜ ²ƛƎƴŀƭƭΣ WƻǎŜǇƘƛƴŜ /ŀǊǳŀƴŀΣ !ƭōŜǊǘǳǎ {ŀƭƛƴŘŜƘƻΣ 
/ŀǊƭƻǎ WŜǊƻƴƛƳƻΣ .ŜƴŜŘŜǧƻ CŀƛƻƭŀΣ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ 9ŘƎŀǊ tŀǊƪŜǊΣ tƛŜǘǊƻ wǳōƛƴƻΣ [ŜƻƴƛŘŀ ±ƛŘƻǘΣ 9ǾŜƭȅƴ 
DǳƴŀǎŜƪŀǊŀΣ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ /ŀǊǾŀƭƘƻΣ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ¢ƻƴƎ bŀƴƎ bƎǳȅŜƴΣ !ŘǊƛŀƴ DƻƭƻǧŀΣ ¢ƻƴȅ aŜŘƛƴŀΣ hŘƛǎƘƻ 
YƘƻǎƘŀōŀΣ wƻŘǊƛǉǳŜ 
 
       aŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜ 

Sunday Readings 

 

THIS WEEK: 

4th Sunday of ADVENT Year A 

Is 7: 10-14; 

Rom 1: 1-7; 

Mt 1: 18-24 

 

www.universalis.com 

 

NEXT WEEK: 

 

 

We invite anyone who could be involved in this 

ministry to talk to Sr Brigid or Riona . It would mean 

being on a roster every 6 weeks and there is some re-

imbursement for purchasing flowers and people are free 

to use greenery from the garden. It is a ministry that a 

family or a couple of families could consider doing 

together. We look forward to hearing from anyone 

interested. 

 

MERCY CONNECT MELBOURNE 

ï Mercy Works Ltd. is currently 

recruiting volunteers to support Refugee 

Students and Asylum Seekers in the 

Melbourne Archdiocese. The volunteer 

commitment is approximately half a day 

per week for four school terms. Experience working in 

an educational setting is preferred but not limited to. 

Interview process will be in late January followed by a 

Training Day early 2017. Please contact Sr. Mary 

Lewis RSM for an application form and further 

information. Email: somml@bigpond.com   ( preferred 

for contact )Website: www.mercyworks.org.au or 

Phone: 9326 1895 

 

FROM ST VINCENT DE PAULôS GROUP: 
1/ Soup Van Team extend our good wishes to thank all 

parishioners and well wishes for their generous support 

for the sausage sizzle after the 9am & 11am Masses last 

Sunday. We have generated $360 for our soup vanôs 

fund from the sale of sausages and drinks. 

 

2/ Endeavour Hillsô Conference: A very big Thank 

You to all our parishioners for your generosity with 

this year's Hampers. They were very well received 

and greatly appreciated. We have a wonderful parish 

and extremely generous parishioners who are always 

ready to answer the call each year. Also to all who have 

helped with hamper deliveries - it made lighter work 

for our members. Much appreciated and again, Thank 

you (Sandra Stone) 

 

REQUEST: We have a request for  accommodation to 

rent for a mother and teenage son who are in need at 

present. If anyone has  accommodation for rent please 

contact the Parish Office. 

 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVITY SCENE AT ST 

ELIZABETHôS PARISH 

Monday 12 December 2016 to Friday 13 January 2017. 

St Elizabethôs Parish, 107 Baker Road, Dandenong 

North  

Local artist Wilson Fernandez has been creating stunning 

nativity scenes for the past 13 years. This is regarded as one 

of Australiaôs best nativity displays and is months in the 

making each year. It has steadily grown into the largest of its 

kind in Australia. Wilson artistically creates the village and 

township with handmade huts, stables, buildings, bridges, 

palaces, houses and temples surrounded by mountains, 

rocks, lakes and rivers. Each week the nativity scenes 

change to reflect the story of the birth of Christ.  

Cost: Free. Children to be accompanied by parent or 

guardian 

Viewing times: 9.45amï6pm and after Mass 

Details: Wilson on 0428 927 110 or parish office 9795 6217 

or http://www.australiannativityscene.org/  

Mass time on Monday 

26th & Tuesday 27th De-

cember is changed to 

10am (instead of 9am) 

mailto:somml@bigpond.com
http://www.australiannativityscene.org/

